
SPAR is a pro-people and pioneer organisation
in Eastern India, working specially in West Bengal,
Jharkhand and Odisha, to practise and propagate
People’s Participatory Process (PPP) for holistic,
alternative and sustainable development with a special
emphasis on women and children. Since 1991, SPAR
has been working with its eco friendly approach for
comprehensive rural development with special
emphasis on strengthening Peoples Organisations
(POs). At present SPAR has been carrying on
comprehensive community development activities
for more than 4000 villages under different projects.
SPAR also extends financial support to 34 NGOs for
expanding its development initiatives among wider
number of people. To cater effective and quality service
to the people in the context of the fast changing
development scenario, the organisation has been
continuing capacity building programmes among
nearly 500 pro-people organisations in India, Nepal
and Bangladesh. SPAR has also formed an issue based
strategic alliance with more than 250 NGOs to make
a platform for raising voice against any anti-people
policy.

About SPAR
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Mission of the Organisation

SPAR is a non-profit making voluntary
organisation committed to the cause

of the poor people.
It empowers dalits and adivasis, women,
children, minority community and other

backward communities for realisation
of  their entitlements.

Vision of the Organisation

SPAR collectively aspires for a society where
people, specially the marginalised and

underprivileged section of the community
 including women and children would be free from
all sorts of deprivation, exploitation and injustice.
The society would be based on the participatory

values like peace, cooperation, gender equity,
justice, equitable sharing of resource

and participation.
The society would be self-reliant

and eco friendly.
The society would be self-reliant

and eco friendly.
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Issues addressed
l Migration and Trafficking

l Sustainable Livelihood and Food Sovereignty

l Women Empowerment

l Tribal Development

l Human Rights with special emphasis on Land,
Forest and Water Rights

l Societal Peace and Democracy

l Strengthening grassroot level rural democracy
and promotion of Local Self Governance (LSG)
and Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)

l Income Generation specially through promo
tion of Self-Help Groups (SHGs)

l Health Care (Mother and Child Health: 
Adolescent reproductive sexual health; HIV /
AIDS; Eye care services; Prevention of non-com
municable chronic diseases)

l Education

l Water and Sanitation

l Adverse Effects of Globalisation

l Climate Change

l Any other pro-people issues
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The Programmes of SPAR

Under the mother project i.e. Community Development
and Networking certain programmatic interventions have
been highlighted. They are:

For intervention at community level

l Development Action and Reflection with the 
People (DARP)

This programme involves direct field level activities
along with the community. It engages capacity building
of the community members on different issues of lives
and livelihood. It also includes the resource mobilisation
for implementation of development activities particularly
on livelihood and other related aspects.

For intervention at development Organisation level

l Development Cooperation for Solidarity and 
Struggle (DCSS)

This programme mainly aims at forming a network of
like- minded grassroots level organisations which have
potential to work for the poor and marginalised people
with limited professional skill and financial resource.

l Alternative Knowledge Initiative for Development
Organisations (AKIDO)

This programme involves the dissemination of
development knowledge on various thematic areas of
concerns, which are directly affecting and influencing the
lives and livelihood of the marginalised people in our areas
of intervention.

l Promotion of Issue-based Strategic Alliance 
(PISA)
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This programme is taken up to connect with various
like-minded groups/networks/individuals for working
collectively on several issue-specific programmatic
interventions of SPAR.

For intervention at research and advocacy level

l Action Research for Alternative Development 
(ARAD)

This programme aims at conducting the participatory
form of research by engaging some young/energetic
researchers who would be social activists and thinkers at
the same time. Not keeping them engaged in so called
academic research work, they would be assigned to analyse
several covert intricacies of societal transformation and
changes that are happening in the rural area and work as
a social mobiliser of that specific area.

About PISA
The main aim of the programme is to mobilise various

like-minded groups/networks/individuals towards an
informed alliance building on several issues addressed by
SPAR in order to generating a greater platform where
policies affecting the survival of the people could be
discussed critically.

From the previous experiences, it has been found that
through this programme SPAR has been able to create a
better understanding on the thematic development issues
at a wider organisational level.

PISA aims solely at creating a platform for the
beneficiaries and the stakeholders to raise their voices
against all injustice and also at planning for an apt strategy
to fight against them.
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Human Trafficking is an odious phenomenon against
humanity. It is a form of heinous trade which should not
be allowed to continue on the interest of protecting and
promoting human rights and dignity. The process related
to the trade has been treating human beings as mere
merchandise.

Most of the victims of Trafficking come from the
disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds and suffering
from sexual abuse, exploitation and slavery. They have
been deprived of the basic human rights, dignity, security,
privacy, education, health and redressal of grievances.

India is the country where numbers of Human
Trafficking have been increasing day by day. In this critical
age of Neo Liberal socio economic plunder, Capitalism and
Industrialisation which lead to Globalisation have been
playing an unenthusiastic role on the lives and livelihoods
of the marginalised rural communities. Immense poverty
or lack of income generation opportunities etc makes the
marginal community more marginalised and thus
vulnerable. Therefore, Human Trafficking could be
addressed as a socio economic problem rather than a
problem of law and order.   

Measures need to be taken to prevent Human
Trafficking-

1. Prosecution to include various tasks like the
identification of traffickers and taking away their illegal
assets.

Human Trafficking

The Issue addressed by PISA
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2. Protection which includes all steps regarding
redressal of their grievances thus helping the victims to
survive, rehabilitate and establish themselves in life.

3. The strategies should be adopted to address the
issues of livelihood options with a special emphasis on
eradication of poverty and illiteracy etc. Education and
awareness building could be addressed through the
capacity building process towards empowerment of the
vulnerable groups.

4. Awareness generation amongst various
stakeholders against gender discrimination, patriarchy,
abuse and exploitation.

5. Community policing should be adopted through
building up strategic alliance between different
stakeholders and along with that generation of public
awareness campaigns and community participation should
be included in the prevention programme. Coordination
among police, PRI, beneficiary groups, NGOs and
government agencies specially in Social Welfare
Department. Necessary socio economic measures to be
taken at micro / macro level.

6. Sensitisation programmes should be organised for
the Immigration officials in a way so that they would be
able to build up effective networking with the police and
NGOs.

7. Political will is a strong phenomenon to combat
Trafficking.

8. Stop undue and unethical migration to deal with
Trafficking effectively.
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9. Formation of Village Vigilance Committees.

10. Introducing Migration Register and its effective
maintenance.

11. Policy advocacy and research to fight against
Trafficking.

12. Establishment of help lines and help booths to
provide emergency service to the people in distress.
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Case Study 1

A 17 years old girl lived in remote rural area of Indo-
Bangladesh border named Islampur of Dakshin Dinajpur
district of West Bengal, far from so called urban world. Her
mind like other girls was filled with thousands of colourful
dreams. Those dreams kept her flying all the time. But
suddenly the journey of her life faced the crisis named
Trafficking.

The path of her dream suddenly faced three strangers
from Uttar Pradesh. Unknowing she got into the trap of
traffickers and drowned herself in the journey of
uncertainty. The neighbours saw the distinctive change
in the girl’s life and tried to stop her. As she was living with
her brother and sister in law, like others they were also
very eager to grab the opportunity to let her sister married
without dowry. Their simple mind never tried to ask about
the identity of the groom as because they also wanted to
expulse his sister to reduce the burden of the family.

SPAR frequently meet with common people and aware
them on trafficking. This continuous effort of SPAR
produces result when the SHG members of the village
decided to inform it to SPAR volunteers. They had jointly
called police and the traffickers got arrested.

But here money played a vital role and all the traffickers
were arrested released on bail in the next day. Next day
they tried to flee taking the girl with them. But here the
joint effort from all stopped her from being trafficked. Now
SPAR is in continuous effort to rehabilitate her properly
with all means of livelihood.
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Case Study 2

This story reflects the ugly face of a broken family and
its appalling impact on the children.  This incident depicts
a journey of a helpless 13 years old girl in search love and
care and how trouble entrapped her life. Like other normal
girls she always dreamt of a loving family. But in reality it
did not happen like this and her parents got separated.

The trafficker from her neighbouring village grabbed
this opportunity and entrapped her into a love relationship.
The girl escaped with him. The parents came to know that
the girl was then at a transit point and on the verge of
being trafficked. They lodged a complaint to the police
and also caught the trafficker at the transit point with the
help of other people. But since there was a linkage between
the police and the trafficker, they refused to act promptly
to rescue the girl. The parents were helpless and asked
help to the political parties. But that was not fruitful. Hence,
they contacted SPAR for help. With the help of SPAR the
girl was rescued. Presently, the girl is staying at home and
in the process of taking up admission in the school again
to resume her normal life.

Case Study 3

Piyali Saha, a young girl was missing from Gangarampur
of Dakshin Dinajpur district of West Bengal. She used to
live there with her small family comprises of two sisters
and a brother. Her father owns a small tea shop and earns
a small amount of money which barely able to help her
to fulfill her profound desire of decorating herself with
modern amenities. This unfulfilled desire has led her to
hold hand of a trafficker of a native village who took her
to Haryana with many promises.  He sold her in Haryana
for Rs 20,000 in a name of marriage. Her parents informed
SPAR and asked for help to rescue the girl. SPAR lodged a
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complaint to police. It has also formed a team of 7 members
comprises of the parents of the victim, police and SPAR
Volunteers. They left for Haryana to rescue the girl from
there and brought back to Gangarampur. But her exposure
to so called modern amenities of life never let her stay
peacefully and she was constantly looking for more wealthy
life. In this constant effort she had succeeded to find
another trafficker as her father in law and he claimed that
he came here to take her daughter in law back to the
abode of peace.

In the mean time a large number of people of that
specific village of Haryana informed SPAR volunteers and
they jointly wedged them within the village and informed
police. It was a timely effort which saved the girl from
being re-trafficked.

Presently there is a possible chance to be re-trafficked
again, so SPAR is arranging proper counseling to
rehabilitate her properly.

The names and places of above three case studies have been changed. 
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The following  present some disturbing figures and
depressing realities relating to this ignoble and abominable
trade that, despite various legislations and steps by the
governments of different countries to curb it, continues
to flourish in the murky underbelly of the global society.
Here are some dire realities in the form of human trafficking
statistics that you should go through to know about the
plight of thousands of others who are not as fortunate as
most of us and are denied the right to live a normal, healthy,
respectable life.

l Victims of trafficking predominantly belong to
Eastern European, Asian and African nationalities.

l People who are trafficked into Middle Eastern
countries for forced labor have been known to be
made to work continuously for as long as sixteen
hours without pay. It is common for such domestic
help to be regularly subjected to starvation, sexual
exploitation, coerced abortions and beatings by their
owners, often resulting in the death of the victims.

l As many as 10% of female human trafficking victims
have testified the involvement of law enforcement
personnel and high ranking officers in the human
trafficking and global sex trade rackets.

l The countries that are hot destinations for trafficked
victims include Brazil, Australia, The Netherlands,
Cambodia, France, India, Nigeria, Israel, Japan, Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, and
the United States. Other countries of the world are

 

Statistics on Human Trafficking
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also, some way or the other, involved in the human
trafficking network either by acting as origin of
trafficking or as transit points.

l Most of the trafficking victims are recruited by
employing deceptive means such as promise of
lucrative employment abroad. Sometimes, though
it is not very common, women from underdeveloped
countries are courted by traffickers (or pimps) posing
as marriage prospects and once the wedding takes
place, the bride accompanies the groom to his
country, where she is sold off to high paying clients.

l An alarming  is that most of the times, the trafficker
is familiar with the victim. He is either a family friend,
neighbor or relative.

l Human traffickers can be both men and women,
with men comprising of about 55% and women
comprising of about 45% of the recruiters.

l Over 160 countries across the world are known to
be affected by human trafficking.

l The human trafficking racket generate approximately
50% profits in industrialized economies, 32% profits
in the Asia-Pacific countries, about 5% profits in the
Latin American, Caribbean and sub-Saharan countries
and over 5% profits in the Middle Eastern countries.

l Based upon statistics of global convictions and
prosecutions for human trafficking that took place
in 2006 (3160 convictions and 5808 prosecutions),
the ratio of trafficked to convicted for trafficking
shows a depressing ratio of 800:1 (one person 

convicted for every 800 persons trafficked).
Source :http://www.buzzle.com/articles/human-trafficking-statistics.html



Human Trafficking

Blight to be addressed

Today, Human Trafficking has become a common pheno-
menon. It stands as a substantial facet of the chauvinistic
society where human beings are treated as a measurable
commodity which is following the authoritative footsteps
of the bourgeois or capitalist society. It stands as an
inseparable part of the chauvinistic society or we can say
that it functions as a brawny representative of the
chauvinistic society. The multidimensional features of this
society are multifariously manifested and equally effective
in our daily life. It is also acting and reacting in rural areas,
urban areas as well as difficult areas like Sundarban. People
are adversely affected by its impulsive movements. It also
strikes powerfully at different areas like poverty,
unemployment and demand for employment or the
dazzling dreams of the human beings. These adverse
movements are becoming irresistible and as a
consequence, the incidents of Human Trafficking are
increasing everyday. The events of Women and Child
Trafficking are taking more worrisome silhouette and
compel us to ponder over the matter more gravely.
In this context, it has been found that,in the last three
years, 30672 women and children have been trafficked
from West Bengal.
Out of these 30672 women and children there is no trace
of 22353 women and children.
Number of rescued women and children is 8319.
In the last three years, 5325 Traffickers have been arrested
by police in West Bengal.
Human Trafficking is not just a law and order problem, and
hence Trafficking cannot be stopped just by policing. The
causes of trafficking are poverty, illiteracy and gender
discrimination and hence there need to be an integrated 17



and holistic approach to prevent Trafficking, specially,
from the rural areas. The leader of the opposition in
Legislative Assembly said that the reason of Trafficking is
the lack of development and irresistible poverty in rural
areas.
A report related to Trafficking was published in a
newspaper named ‘Uttarbanga Sambad” on 13 November,
2008 which stated – “100 numbers of girl child trafficked
from Coochbehar district in the name of lucrative job.”
It is quite clear that the capitalist society has taken the
advantage of the poverty and vulnerability of the common
man and gives way to the uncouth act of Human
Trafficking. The traffickers are specially fascinated by the
fragility of the women and children. In this age of
globalization, the capitalist society in order to satisfy their
sensual and earthly pleasures intrudes into the lives of
women and children to create a void of uncertainty by the
help of the crude act of Trafficking. In other way, people
who leave their homes to pursue their colourful dreams
are completely ignorant of the voracious entrapment of
the capitalist society. When they become aware of the
whole fact it is too late. They find themselves in the
ominous slums of a distant land or in some red-light areas
or in some portentous entrapment of slavery. Their life
revolves around the naked exploitation of capitalism.
This specific process of the capitalist society is vibrantly
active in the different regions of the world. It is in a way
infringes towards the negation of human rights.
In this context, it is to be mentioned that in Indian
Constitution, a special emphasis is given on human rights.
It is also acknowledged that every human being
irrespective of gender should get equal respect and rights.
Here, we could state that Article 23 titled Right against
exploitation talks about Prohibition of trafficing in human
beings and forced labour – i) Trafficking of human beings
and beggar and other similar forms of forced labour are18



prohibited and any contravention of this provision shall
be an offence punishable in accordance with law.
Legislation relevant in Article 23 –
Article 23 (I) envisages legislation for the enforcement of
the constitutional prohibition. Section 374 of the Indian
Penal Code is one such enactment, though a pre-
constitution are. Specific legislation also exists regarding
immoral traffic in women and girls and regarding bonded
labour.
Article 24. Prohibition of employment of children in
factories etc. – No child below the age of fourteen years
shall be employed to work in any factory or mine or
engaged in any other hazardous employment.
In spite of urban areas, the overall development of rural
areas should be taken into account so that the ravenous
capitalist society would not be succeeded in instigating
common man towards any adversities that affect a healthy
society. There should be a conscious and continuous effort
to sensitise the marginalised about the government
schemes.  Moreover, the government should play a crucial
role so that the women and children could avail all the
facilities of the government schemes effectively. Above
all, if all the poverty alleviation programmes are successfully
implemented then Human Trafficking could be resisted
to a larger extent.
Along with the government, NGOs should also have to
play bigger roles. They should organise awareness
generation programmes to a great extent in order to
combat Trafficking. At the same time, the Panchayati Raj
Systems (PRIs) should not overlook their responsibilities
regarding the matter and should work neutrally.
The famous Economist Sri. Amartya Sen in his writing titled
‘Political Economy of Hunger’ said “millions of people die
prematurely, and abruptly of intermittent famines and a
great million more die every year from endemic under-
nourishment and deprivation across the globe. 19



Further hundreds of millions lead lives of persistent
insecurity and want.”
This comment of Sri. Amartya Sen is quite relevant in the
present context. The most important question that comes
into our mind is that do we really need such disgraceful
incidents like Human Trafficking in our country?
All the serious and challenging issues like poverty,
malnutrition, illiteracy, maltreatment, scarcity of drinking
water or unemployment are really unfortunate incidents
that exist in our society. Since, there is lot of difficulties
and people have not being able to access all the desired
facilities, the undesirable incidents like Human Trafficking
is taking an immense shape in the society. We should
remember that vigorous endeavours of combating or
resisting it are not enough to discourage the capitalist
society to pursue their harmful intentions. All the NGOs,
CBOs and CSOs should work together in order to fight
against all the root causes of poverty and other problems
related to poverty otherwise the inhuman activity like
Human Trafficking could not be opposed successfully. And
also the victims of Trafficking would keep on blaming their
ill-fate.
The corporeal - centric capitalist society is engrossed in
excavating the sinister channels of Human Trafficking
incessantly. To prevent this malicious act, a substantial
alliance should be build between government, NGOs,
CBOs, CSOs and the common man.
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